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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

“ABIC is an important international gathering of scientists, researchers, investors, industry leaders, and policy-makers involved in agricultural biotechnology. We want to add value to this conference and several exciting optional satellite sessions are part of that offering,” says Peter McCann, President of Ag-West Biotech and Chair of the 4th Agricultural Biotechnology International Conference (ABIC 2002), agbiotech: cultivating convergence. 

ABIC 2002, September 15 – 18 in Saskatoon, Canada, leads off with the first of four satellite sessions, The Canadian Regulatory Perspective: A Science-Based Approach to Safety and Benefits on September 15. This workshop will focus on Canada’s regulatory system and how it successfully adapts and responds to the latest developments in biotechnology and international challenges using a science-based approach to safety and benefits. 
Three concurrent satellite sessions will be held on September 18.

The Bio-based Economy: Moving from Concept to Reality, focuses on key issues that will influence the evolution and commercialization of agbiotech in Canada, making possible an economy where industrial development is not in opposition to environmental protection and quality of life. This session is co-hosted by Environment Canada and Industry Canada.

Biotech Communicators: The Interface Between Scientist and Public features a full-day program including ABIC plenary speaker Dr. Anatole Krattiger on Building Public Trust, as well as Professor Vivian Moses on Educating the European Public about Biotechnology; Dr. Michael Jacobson on Maximizing Benefits, Minimizing Risks; and Dr. Terry Medley on The Role of Regulation in Strengthening Public Trust. A presentation about the “citizens' jury” concept, which provides tools for participants to make informed decisions about complicated issues, will round out the program.

The fourth satellite session will look at The Multiple Roles of Metabolic Profiling. This session will discuss the role of metabolic profiling in empirically determining gene function, the effect of genetic engineering/plant breeding, and in evaluating the substantive equivalence of new genetically modified products.

More details on the ABIC 2002 program, registration, sponsor, and exhibitor information can be found at www.abic.net or by phone CANADA (306) 683-2242.

- 30 -

For more information, contact:

Mr. Peter McCann, President

Ag-West Biotech Inc.

Phone: (306) 975-1939

E-mail: peter.mccann@agwest.sk.ca
Judy Hume, Manager, Communications 

Ag-West Biotech Inc. 

Phone: (306) 975-1939 

E-mail: judy.hume@agwest.sk.ca
_927979928

