

     

                 



August 13, 2002

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

“Biotechnology does not achieve its purpose in the lab, but only when applied appropriately toward commercialization and, ultimately, public benefit,” says Shelley Brown, Steering Committee member of the 4th Agricultural Biotechnology International Conference (ABIC 2002), this September 15 – 18 in Saskatoon, Canada. 

One of the conference sessions, The Business of Technology Transfer, will examine the transfer of agricultural biotechnology from R&D to industry. Brown explains, “There are many inter-related factors that can drive the movement along the value chain. We need to understand how and when to protect through patents, to bring in financing or strategic partners, or to commercialize.” 

Five international experts will illuminate this complex topic. Sandhya Tewari, Ph.D., of the Confederation of Indian Industry, the foremost industry association in India will present: “Making Technology Transfer Everyone’s Business: Perspectives from an Emerging Economy.” Her premise is that for the biotechnology revolution to succeed globally, the rift between "haves" and "have-nots" must not deepen.” 
A second featured expert is Peter Welters, Ph.D., founder of Phytowelt GmbH, speaking on “Tech transfer by Private Corporations” with a survey of companies that are successfully transferring biotechnological knowledge and expertise between academia and industry.
Other The Business of Technology Transfer speakers include: Peter Phillips, Ph.D., of the University of Saskatchewan speaking on “Public Good and Private Greed;” David Conn, Ph.D., of Borden Ladner Gervais, speaking on “Recent Changes in Patent Law and other Regulations Affecting Technology Transfer;” and Konrad Sechley, Ph.D., of Gowling Lafleur Henderson, offering “Legal Protection of Plant-Related Matter: a Global Perspective.”

ABIC 2002 will feature more than 60 national and international speakers, a poster session, tours, and exhibits. The world-class program, together with exciting new features in 2002 is targeted primarily to scientists, researchers, investors, industry leaders, and policy-makers.
More details on ABIC 2002 program, registration, sponsor, and exhibitor information can be found at www.abic.net or by phone CANADA (306) 683-2242.
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