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     August 6, 2002
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

“Advances in technology are making it economically viable and environmentally attractive to ‘go back to the future’ and begin replacing petroleum with biomass derived mostly from plants,” says John Jaworski of Industry Canada, co-host of The Bio-based Economy: Moving from Concept to Reality, September 18, 2002. This satellite session adds value to the Agricultural Biotechnology International Conference (ABIC 2002), which runs September 15 to 18 in Saskatoon, Canada. 

Our global economy now depends largely on energy, chemicals, and materials derived from diminishing fossil carbon sources. This reliance has come at a cost – massive pollution of air, water, and soil, and greenhouse gas emissions responsible for climate change. Our present level of energy consumption, production, and industrial growth is not sustainable because it relies on continued withdrawals from the stored 'bank' of fossil carbon.

But advances in science and technology are making possible an economy where industrial development is not in opposition to environmental protection and quality of life. A bio-based economy uses renewable bio-resources and eco-efficient processes to develop sustainable bioproducts and create jobs. Co-host Environment Canada’s Terry McIntyre adds, "A transition to a plant- and microbial-based economy will have many benefits, but environmental success will require research in support of both environmental and sustainability issues.” 
The Bio-based Economy: Moving from Concept to Reality focuses on key issues that will influence the evolution and commercialization of this technology in Canada. It will include:

· Anticipating Business Climate Issues – including policies on taxation, investment attraction, regulation, standards for renewable content, human resources and skills, and government purchasing. 

· Technology Assessment and Road Mapping –will address the choices made during the development of technologies, products, and processes, focusing on the environmental, economic, and social impacts of the outcome. 

· Bioprospecting – will explore biodiversity, identification of useful biological starter materials, and development of a worldwide network of biological resource centres. 

More details on ABIC 2002 program, registration, sponsor, and exhibitor information can be found at www.abic.net or by phone CANADA (306) 683-2242.
- 30 -

For more information, contact:

John Jaworski, Senior Industry Development Officer, Industry Canada

Phone: (613) 954-1035

E-mail: jaworski.john@ic.gc.ca
Terry McIntyre, Chief - Environmental Biotechnology Applications, Environment Canada

Phone: (819) 994-1105
E-mail: Terry.McIntyre@ec.gc.ca
Judy Hume, Manager of Communications, Ag-West Biotech Inc. 

Phone: (306) 975-1939 

E-mail: judy.hume@agwest.sk.ca
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