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“Canada, and particularly Saskatchewan, is very well positioned to benefit from the new bioeconomy,” says David Maenz, Ph.D., Director and Chief Scientific Officer of MCN BioProducts Inc., a biotechnology company based in Saskatoon, Canada. “We are an agricultural nation and now we are developing a concentration of technical expertise.”

It is estimated that Canada has the capacity to contribute over $100 billion to GDP through the production of sustainable bioproducts by the year 2020. Maenz explains, “Instead of exporting canola meal, for example, as an undervalued commodity, our agbiotechnology expertise will enable us to add value by processing at the site of production.”  

Maenz will share his expertise this September as one of the speakers on the topic of Bioeconomy: Useful Products from Biomass at the 4th Agricultural Biotechnology International Conference (ABIC 2002), agbiotech: cultivating convergence, in Saskatoon. 

MCN BioProducts has developed an aqueous process that effectively processes low-valued canola meal into high-valued protein products with characteristics suited for specific applications, such as for aquaculture, now the world’s fastest growing food production industry. “The objective,” explains Maenz, “is to create series of high-valued products with characteristics that meet specific needs in the agriculture and human food industries.”

Other ABIC Bioeconomy speakers include: Martin Andreas, Archer Daniels Midland, speaking on Biorefinery (Ethanol); Trevor Charles, Ph.D., University of Waterloo, speaking on Bioplastics from Uncultivated Bacteria; Mike Livergood, Archer Daniels Midland, speaking on Biodiesel: A Fuel for the Future; and Jeff Tolan, Iogen, speaking on his company’s Ethanol-from-Biomass Demonstration Plant in Ottawa.

ABIC’s Bioeconomy session will offer an examination of bioproducts from renewable and sustainable biomass sources including new commercial initiatives in industrial polymer production, energy (biofuels and electricity), enzyme development, and microbials.

ABIC 2002 will feature more than 60 national and international speakers, a poster session, tours, and exhibits. The world-class program, together with exciting new features in 2002 is targeted primarily to scientists, researchers, investors, industry leaders, and policy-makers.

More details on ABIC 2002 program, registration, sponsor, and exhibitor information can be found at www.abic.net or by phone CANADA (306) 683-2242.
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