

     

                 















   July 23, 2002

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Can we protect ourselves from food and waterborne disease?

This is a challenge Andrew Potter, Ph.D., at the Veterinary Infectious Disease Organization (VIDO) of the University of Saskatchewan, is working to meet. Dr. Potter’s research in developing methods for reducing the risk of human infection by vaccination of animals, a chief source for some disease-causing microbes, will be discussed at an international agricultural biotechnology conference this September 15 – 18 in Saskatoon, Canada.
The 4th Agricultural Biotechnology International Conference (ABIC 2002), agbiotech: cultivating convergence, will examine, among a wide range of topics, the role that biotechnology is playing to enhance human health through animal products.
“The interactions between animals, the environment, and humans are complex,” says Dr. Colleen Christensen, Project Manager of the BioMedical Imaging Group at the Canadian Light Source and Technical Program Committee member for ABIC.  “With a better understanding of the infection process in animals and how they relate to the environment, we can develop targeted methods to modify animals’ immune systems to reduce the risk to humans of some food and waterborne diseases.”

ABIC’s Animal Products to Enhance Health session will also feature: Marc-André Sirard, D.M.V., Laval University, speaking on “Transgenic Animals for Unique Molecules”; Cecil Forsberg, Ph.D., University of Guelph, describing “EnviroPigTM: The Leading Edge of Transgenic Opportunities to Solve Environmental Challenges of Animal Agriculture”; Robert Zhong, Ph.D., University of Western Ontario, talking about “Xenotransplantation: A Dream or Reality?”; Gitanjali Adlakha-Hutcheon, Ph.D., Canadian Food Inspection Agency, discussing “Regulation of Animal Biotechnology within Canada”; and Renaud Beauchesne, MBA, CEO of Advitech Solutions Inc., presenting “The Nutraceutical Dream: How to Sleep Well!”

More details on ABIC 2002 program, registration, sponsor, and exhibitor information can be found at www.abic.net or by phone CANADA (306) 683-2242.
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