

     

                 



   

  July 9, 2002
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Advances in environmental biotechnology are making agriculture and forestry part of the solution to the challenge of climate change. Minimizing the footprint - or decreasing the impact of humans on the environment - is a goal of environmental biotechnology, just one of the themes to be examined at ABIC 2002, in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan Canada, September 15 – 18, 2002.

“Agricultural and forest ecosystems have a major role to play in reducing the emission of greenhouse gases, removing CO2 from the atmosphere, and relieving our demand for fossil fuels with bio-based energy, chemicals and materials,” says David Layzell, Ph.D., of the BIOCAP Canada Foundation and one of ABIC’s speakers.

Other Environmental Biotechnology speakers include: Dierk Scheel, Ph.D., Institute of Plant Biochemistry, A Leibniz Institute, Germany, speaking on Innate Immunity in Plant Defense; Carroll Vance, Ph.D., University of Minnesota, speaking on Farming in a World of Declining Renewable Resources; Charles W. Greer, Ph.D., Biotechnology Research Institute, National Research Council of Canada, speaking on Enhancing Microbial Degradation Activity during the Bioremediation of Contaminated Soil and Sediment; Richard Farrell, Ph.D., University of Saskatchewan, speaking on Phytoremediation; and Birger Lindberg Møller, Ph.D., Royal Veterinary & Agricultural University, Denmark, speaking on Engineering of Natural Product Synthesis in Plants to Obtain Insect Resistance.

Environmental biotechnology is becoming increasingly important to address issues like climate change and other human effects on the environment. Biotechnological tools better enable understanding of biological function at the molecular level and detection and tracking of genes in the environment. By applying these tools, scientists are able to find novel ways, for example, to reduce the use of chemical fertilizers and pesticides. 

A satellite session, The Bio-based Economy: Moving from Concept to Reality, will be held in conjunction with ABIC 2002 for those interested in learning about developments of economically viable and environmentally attractive alternatives to our current petroleum dependence.

More details on the ABIC 2002 program, registration, sponsor, and exhibitor information can be found at www.abic.net or by phone CANADA (306) 683-2242.
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