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Agriculture, meet Rocket Science.

Complex scientific questions that used to take years to answer can now be answered in minutes. It is new scientific tools like the synchrotron, metabolic profiling, and protein microarrays that are enabling an accelerated rate of discovery in agricultural biotechnology. 

A look at some of the newest tools in agbiotech research is just one of the offerings at the 4th Agricultural Biotechnology International Conference (ABIC 2002), agbiotech: cultivating convergence, September 15 – 18 in Saskatoon, Canada.

“The synchrotron provides a revolutionary tool for researchers. It allows us to probe the structure and chemistry of all matter in incredible detail, develop new drugs, create new materials, and much more,” says Michael Bancroft, Ph.D. The Associate Director of Science of the Canadian Light Source (CLS) at the University of Saskatchewan, Bancroft is one of the speakers on the topic of New Scientific Tools: Rocket Science Meets Agriculture at ABIC 2002.
The Canadian Light Source is of special interest to ABIC delegates this year as scientists have an opportunity to win synchrotron beam time and expertise, valued at approximately $25,000. The deadline for research project entries is July 22, 2002. CLS will award free beam time and results analysis to the selected applicant, to be presented during ABIC. 

Other New Scientific Tools speakers include Professor J. R. Helliwell, D. Phil., Director of Synchrotron Radiation Science, CLRC (Council for the Central Laboratory of the Research Councils), UK; Mike Ellison, Ph.D., Director of the Institute for Biomolecular Design, University of Alberta; and Dayan Goodenowe, Ph.D., President and CEO of Phenomenome Discoveries Inc.

ABIC 2002 will feature more than 60 national and international speakers, a poster session, tours, and exhibits. The world-class program, together with exciting new features in 2002 is targeted primarily to scientists, researchers, investors, industry leaders, and policy-makers.

More details on the ABIC 2002 program, registration, and sponsor and exhibitor information can be found at www.abic.net or by phone CANADA (306) 683-2242.
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