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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Food should do more than just feed us – it should make us healthier. This is the growing expectation of consumers today and the primary force behind one of the fastest growing markets in the developed world.

“World consumption of natural health products, nutraceuticals, and functional foods is estimated to be between $140 and $250 billion and growing at an annual rate of about ten per cent,” says Kelley Fitzpatrick, President of the Saskatchewan Nutraceutical Network and one of the speakers at the 4th Agricultural Biotechnology International Conference (ABIC 2002), agbiotech: cultivating convergence this September in Saskatoon, Canada. She adds, “Saskatchewan is a significant innovator and producer in this industry. Our opportunity is huge.”

Fitzpatrick’s presentation will highlight the role of innovative research in the development of novel products and technologies from several Saskatchewan plants, including lignans from flaxseed, nutraceutical ingredients from fenugreek, antioxidants from herbs such as bearberry, and unique essential fatty acids from common oilseed sources. 

Other ABIC speakers contributing to the session on Health: Active Molecules from Plants are: Guy A. Cardineau, Ph.D., Global Leader for Science and Technology, Dow AgroSciences, addressing “Plant-Based Systems for the Production and Delivery of Vaccines: Rationale, Perspective, Issues and Challenges;” Clare M. Hasler, Ph.D., Associate Director of Outreach and Industry Liaison, Functional Foods for Health, University of Illinois, speaking on “Naturally Existing Phytochemicals;” Steve Garger, B.S., Senior Director of Product Development, Large Scale Biology, speaking on “Production of Therapeutic Proteins in Plants: Case Studies of Regulatory Issues;” and Jeffrey M. Staub, Ph.D., Program Manager of Vector Technology Group, Monsanto, presenting “Chloroplast Biopharming.”
ABIC 2002 will feature more than 60 national and international speakers, a poster session, tours, and exhibits. The world-class program, together with exciting new features in 2002 is targeted primarily to scientists, researchers, investors, industry leaders, and policy-makers.
More details on the ABIC 2002 program, registration, and sponsor and exhibitor information can be found at www.abic.net or by phone CANADA (306) 683-2242.
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