


June 4, 2002

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Agricultural biotechnology offers significant current and future benefits – yet public confidence in the technology is ebbing. Why?

International experts on the subject of biotechnology will offer insight on the topic of Public Perception: Building Public Trust at the 4th Agricultural Biotechnology International Conference (ABIC 2002), agbiotech: cultivating convergence this September 15 – 18 in Saskatoon, Canada.

Vivian Moses, Ph.D. Emeritus Professor, Life Sciences, King’s College, London will be keynote speaker on the topic. Dr. Moses will review the collaboration of all EU Member States, together with Switzerland and the US, in a project aimed to explore what is being done to help people generally understand the technology, issues, benefits, and risks of biotechnology. 

Two other experts will speak on the issue of Public Perception. Terry L. Medley, J.D., Vice President - Global Regulatory Affairs for DuPont Agriculture and Nutrition Businesses will offer the premise that science risk-based regulations, "rational regulations", provide the best opportunity for earning and keeping the public's trust. 

Michael Jacobson, Ph.D., Executive Director, Center for Science in the Public Interest, will explore two reasons for lack of public trust in biotechnology: inadequacies in the government's regulatory system for ensuring consumer and environmental safety, and the absence of any products that directly benefit consumers.
ABIC 2002 will feature more than 60 national and international speakers, a poster session, tours, and exhibits. The world-class program, together with exciting new features in 2002 is targeted primarily to scientists, researchers, investors, industry leaders, and policy-makers.
More details on ABIC 2002 program, registration, sponsor, and exhibitor information can be found at www.abic.net or by phone CANADA (306) 683-2242.
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