

     

                 



 

  September 10, 2002

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Agricultural biotechnology promises to be one of the greatest drivers of change in coming years. Yet the growing media coverage of agbiotech news tends toward the sensational. What are the risks? What are the benefits? How can we trust that we are getting balanced information?

This weekend, the public will have the opportunity to dispel some of the confusion and misinformation. Ask the Experts is a public forum to be held Sunday, September 15, as a part of the 4th Agricultural Biotechnology International Conference (ABIC 2002), agbiotech: cultivating convergence, in Saskatoon, Canada. The forum is open to everyone from 7:00 – 9:00 p.m., at Saskatoon Centennial Auditorium, free of charge. A first to ABIC, the Bioproducts Showcase, will also be open for public viewing at 6:00 p.m.

John Gormley of CKOM News Talk Radio will moderate what promises to be a lively exchange between the audience and five international experts. “The tools of biotechnology are like any other agricultural tools – they carry risks and benefits that must be weighed carefully against each other to determine when and where their use is appropriate. This forum will be a great opportunity to exchange a range of views and to learn,” says Gormley.

Panelists will offer a range of expertise and perspective:
· C. S. Prakash, Ph.D., is an expert in plant molecular genetics from Tuskegee University in Tuskegee, Alabama

· Hubert George Zandstra, Ph.D., is Director General, International Potato Center

· Roy Button, M.Sc., P.Ag., is the Executive Director of the Saskatchewan Canola Development Commission

· Jennifer Hillard represents the Consumers' Association of Canada

· Brewster Kneen is the author of Farmageddon: Food and the Culture of Biotechnology
ABIC 2002 will feature a world-class program with more than 60 national and international speakers, a poster session, tours, satellite sessions, and exhibits. ABIC is targeted primarily to scientists, researchers, investors, industry leaders, and policy-makers.
More details on ABIC 2002 program, registration, sponsor, and exhibitor information can be found at www.abic.net or by phone CANADA (306) 683-2242.
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For more information, contact:

   Public Forum: Judy Hume, Manager of Communications, Ag-West Biotech Inc. 

Phone: (306) 975-1939 

E-mail: judy.hume@agwest.sk.ca
   Bioproducts Showcase: Lance Wall, SABIC Coordinator, Ag-West Biotech Inc.

Phone: (306) 975-1939

E-mail: lance.wall@agwest.sk.ca
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