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Cars fueled by corn or soybeans? Paper made better, cheaper, and more efficiently by biopulping? Canola-based diesel fuel additives?
A new bioeconomy is emerging, and it’s bringing the potential to manufacture products, fuels, and lubricants from biomass sources such as forest products and crops. 

“This direction in technology is an attempt to get ourselves onto a renewable footing, to take a holistic and responsible approach to products we consume without detracting from the lifestyle to which we’ve grown accustomed,” says Martin Reaney, Ph.D., of the Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada Saskatoon Research Centre. Reaney is one of the speakers on the topic of Bioeconomy: Fibres & Fuels from Field & Forest at the 4th Agricultural Biotechnology International Conference (ABIC 2002), agbiotech: cultivating convergence.

Reaney’s specific interest is in biofuels. He notes that movement toward renewable energy oils and their more efficient use can only be a boon to business, as it will make them more competitive. He adds, “Canada and North America have greater per capita ratios of bioproducts available than anywhere else on earth. We have a great opportunity here.”

Other ABIC Bioeconomy speakers include Jack Saddler, Ph.D., Dean of the Faculty of Forestry at the University of British Columbia; John L. Jechura, Senior Engineer, National Renewable Energy Laboratory; Masood Akhtar, Ph.D., CEO and Vice-President of BioPulping International; and W. M. (Mike) Ingledew, Ph.D., Professor of Industrial Microbiology, University of Saskatchewan. 

ABIC 2002 will feature more than 60 national and international speakers, a poster session, tours, and exhibits. The world-class program, together with exciting new features in 2002 is targeted primarily to scientists, researchers, investors, industry leaders, and policy-makers.
More details on the ABIC 2002 program, registration, sponsor, and exhibitor information can be found at www.abic.net or by phone CANADA (306) 683-2242.
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