Health. Youth. Intelligence. Vitality. These are qualities we all yearn for - and the secrets to attaining them may be right under our noses, in the plants around us.

Understanding naturally occurring active ingredients in plants and using plants to produce new products are two ways that biotechnology is working to enhance our quality of life. Leading-edge research in this stream of agricultural biotechnology is just one of the offerings at the 4th Agricultural Biotechnology International Conference (ABIC 2002), agbiotech: cultivating convergence, September 15 - 18 in Saskatoon, Canada.

“There is now increasing popular acceptance of natural health products, including nutraceuticals and phytochemicals,” says Wilf Keller of the National Research Council and ABIC 2002 Steering Committee member. “Plants can offer advantages over animals as sources for active molecules - but not everything that is naturally occurring is safe. Current research aims to maximize positive effects and minimize risks associated with active plant ingredients.” 

The second application of research in this area will be presented at ABIC by two key researchers. Guy Cardineau, Ph.D., Dow AgroSciences will address the topic of Plant-based systems for the production and delivery of vaccines: Rationale, perspective, issues, and challenges. Jeffrey Staub, Ph.D., of Monsanto will discuss his new technology platform for safe, high-yield production of protein products through chloroplast biopharming. “The research of these scientists is very exciting,” says Dr. Keller, “because it addresses both safety and cost challenges.” 

Other ABIC speakers addressing the topic of Health through active molecules from plants are Kelley Fitzpatrick, M.Sc., Saskatchewan Nutraceutical Network; Clare Hasler, Ph.D., Functional Foods for Health, University of Illinois; and Steve Garger, B.S., Large Scale Biology.

More details on ABIC 2002 program, registration, sponsor, and exhibitor information can be found at www.abic.net or by phone CANADA (306) 683-2242.
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