ABIC 2002 Background

Conference Keynote Speakers.


· Monday, September 16 ​– morning Plenary Session

PETER HACKETT, Ph.D. 

As Vice-President of Research at the National Research Council of Canada, Dr. Peter Hackett is fascinated by the challenges of leading and managing the performance of a creative research organization. He is also one of Canada's most highly cited chemical physicists, having received the Noranda lecture award from the Chemical Society of Canada and the Rutherford Medal in Chemistry from the Royal Society of Canada. He was a member of the NRC-Lumonics team that received the Canada Awards of Excellence Gold Medal in Technology Transfer. Dr. Hackett has published 200 scientific papers and 10 patents. He is a Fellow of the Chemical Institute of Canada, a Trustee of the Steacie Foundation, and an Adjunct Professor in Chemistry at both the University of Toronto and the University of Saskatchewan. 
ABSTRACT: NRC's Role in Canadian Innovation 

The National Research Council (NRC) is working to develop Canada's innovation system and support sustained economic growth in regions and communities across the nation. With a distributed presence across Canada, NRC's research institutes have a proven ability to integrate the different components of the national innovation systems (knowledge and information, strategic R&D, networks, technology transfer, support for firms, etc.), and to strengthen the systems' players and the linkages among them to develop world-class technology clusters.

For more information: www.nrc.ca/research/bio e.html
· Wednesday, September 18 – morning Plenary Session

ANATOLE KRATTIGER, Ph.D.

Anatole Krattiger is Director of swiftt, the Strategic World Initiative for Technology Transfer at Cornell University. He is also founder and President of bioDevelopments LLC, an international consultancy based in Ithaca, NY. The firm works in areas related to biotechnology transfer for the benefit of the developing world, and serves the international development community, the private sector, and academia in public/private partnership building, development of IP management strategies, institution building, and management of institutional change. Krattiger has worked extensively in developing countries and was closely involved in the establishment of ISAAA in 1991, serving as its Executive Director from 1995 to 2000.

ABSTRACT: Building Public Trust: Six Principles and Myths of Public Perception and Persuasion 

Our perception of food biotechnology is the sum of our comprehension coupled with our own value judgments, world view, and beliefs. Whereas rational discourse will lead to a better understanding in the long term, it generally affects little in terms of our values, ethics, or beliefs. Hence emotions are one of the two fundamental issues, along with rational dialogue, that need to be addressed when communicating food biotechnology and gaining the public's trust. How can the stewards of biotechnology inspire conviction in a technology when there is a lack of trust in the stewards themselves? Six principles - and myths - of public "perception" will be reviewed and discussed from the point of view of the "science of persuasion," namely liking, reciprocity, social proof, consistency, authority, and scarcity.

For more information: www.swiftt.cornell.edu  www.bioDevelopments.com
· Wednesday, September 18 – morning Public Perception Session

VIVIAN MOSES, Ph.D.
Educated first in Cambridge as a biochemist and then at University College London in microbiology, Vivian Moses worked in London before becoming research director at the University of California in Berkeley. He was appointed to the Chair of Microbiology at Queen Mary College, London (UK) in 1971, where he remained until formally retiring in 1993. Since retiring, Moses has researched the spread of information and helped people at large understand the promise and problems of biotechnology. He holds two visiting professorships at King's and University Colleges in London, is co-ordinator of an EU program on biotech education, Director of The Centre for Genetic Anthropology at UCL, and Chairman of the CropGen panel.

ABSTRACT: Educating the European Public for Biotechnology

Between April 2000 and April 2002, all European Union Member States, together with Switzerland and the US, collaborated in a project to explore what is being done to help people generally understand the technology, issues, and problems of biotechnology. The main areas reviewed were activities by government, formal education in schools and universities, scientific organizations, the private sector (manufacturers, retailers, and trade associations), the media (print and broadcast), museums, and consumer and other special interest organizations. Also included was a review of the books readily available in libraries and bookstores. 

For more information: www.cropgen.org
More information on ABIC 2002 program, registration, sponsor, and exhibitor information can be found at www.abic.net or by phone CANADA (306) 683-2242.
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