[image: image1.jpg]


For Immediate Release
November 19, 2007

                     NEW FOCUS ON 

          THIRD WORD DEVELOPMENT
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan:  With its theme of changing world trends, Calgary hosted the seventh Agricultural Biotechnology International Conference (ABIC) September 23 – 26, 2007.  Retiring Chair of the ABIC Foundation, Dr. Ashley O’Sullivan, saw many changes over his four year tenure.  “Agriculture is undergoing transformation.  We are moving towards a more environmentally friendly, renewable bio-based economy,” he said.  “This transition to a bio-economy may help solve some problems related to energy, human and animal health and the environment.”
Agriculture is not the only thing changing.  At the Foundation’s annual general meeting, the Board of Directors elected Jerome Konecsni as the organization’s new Chair.  “It is our responsibility as a Foundation to embrace opportunities for international collaboration and networks to assist in advancing agricultural research and innovation,” said Konecsni.  “Ultimately, we must all work together to supply future world demands for energy and food and to solve health and environmental issues.” 

As part of the commitment to internationalization and development of the third world, ABIC financially supports a travel bursary for researchers from developing countries to attend conferences.  Plans are underway to host future conferences in developing countries allowing for nominal registration fees for local delegates.
ABIC Foundation’s goal is to ensure ongoing opportunities for continuous learning and networking within the agbiotech community.  The Foundation performs advisory, promotional and supportive functions for conferences and strives to position the conference at the forefront of agbiotech innovation.

Conferences move around the globe, offering the opportunity to explore, discuss and understand many global challenges and triumphs facing agricultural biotechnology.  The 2008 conference will be held in Cork, Ireland; 2009 in Bangkok, Thailand; and 2010 in Saskatoon, Canada.
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