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For Immediate Release
August 2008
                     Connecting People, Building Capacity and Enabling Progress through Commercialization
Cork, Ireland:  With its theme of Agricultural Biotechnology for a competitive and sustainable future, ABIC 2008 opened its conference at the University College Cork, Cork Ireland on Sunday August 24th.  Welcoming over 400 delegates to Ireland, the Chair of the ABIC Foundation, Mr. Jerome Konecsni, stated “agriculture is undergoing transformation.  We are moving towards a more environmentally friendly, renewable bio-based economy. This transition to a bio-economy may help solve some problems related to energy, human and animal health, and the environment.”
At the Foundation’s annual general meeting held August 24th, the Board of Directors continued working on its new Strategic Plan. “At its very core, the ABIC Foundation supports the development of Agricultural Biotechnology as a major force in developing, creating and ensuring a sustainable planet,” stated Konecsni.  “The ABIC Foundation’s mission is dedicated to linking the global science, business, government and development communities to enable the application of sustainable agricultural biotechnologies for the good of all. Its focus for the future lies in the pursuit of three interrelated and interdependent strategic thrusts of Connecting People, Building Capacity and Enabling Progress through Commercialization.” 
As part of the commitment to internationalization and development of the third world, ABIC financially supports a travel bursary for researchers from developing countries to attend an ABIC conference.  Conferences move around the globe, offering the opportunity to explore, discuss and understand many global challenges and triumphs facing agricultural biotechnology.  The 2009 conference will be in Bangkok, Thailand; 2010 in Saskatoon, Canada, and 2011 will be held in Johannesburg, South Africa.

The ABIC Foundation is located in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Canada.  ABIC Foundation’s goal is to ensure ongoing opportunities for continuous learning and networking within the agbiotech community.  The Foundation performs advisory, promotional and supportive functions for conferences and strives to position the conference at the forefront of agbiotech innovation.
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